

Rita Celmer Scholarship 2026 Application
Background: Rita Celmer was the founding member of PA ENA. It was her dream and her vision that every Emergency Nurse be involved in a professional organization. The PA ENA State Council in continuing Rita’s vision was to take the emergency nurse’s knowledge and certification to the bedside. Two scholarships will be awarded annually. 
Eligibility: Anyone who is an active PA ENA member (defined as being aligned with a local chapter within Pennsylvania) and is testing for any BCEN certification (CEN, CPEN, TCRN, CTRN, CFRN, or CBRN) for the first time. The exam chosen should align with your role in an organization or workplace. 
Covered expenses: Each scholarship will be up to $ 600.00. Eligible expenses include cost of the exam, one review book and a review course.
Process: Applicants should review the attached checklist and send all documents electronically to pa.immediatepastpresident@state.ena.org  AND awards@paena.net with “Rita Celmer Scholarship”  in the subject line. The deadline to submit applications this year is April 30,2026 at 11:59pm. All applications will have identifying characteristics removed, assigned a distinctive number and then the anonymous application will be sent to a review panel for selection. The recipient will be announced during Horizons. Prior to receiving reimbursement, the recipient must submit all receipts and proof of certification to sl_sites@yahoo.com 









Rita Celmer Scholarship Checklist
Name: _____________________________________
Address:____________________________________
Credentials:__________________________________
Chapter affiliation: _________________________________
Cell phone:___________________________________
Email: ___________________________________________
Organization or Workplace related to certification:____________________________________________________
Position in this organization/workplace: Full-time     Part-time     Volunteer
Exam you are taking: CEN    CPEN    TCRN    CFRN     CTRN     CBRN
Are you an active PA ENA member? Yes    No          member # _____________
Are you a current member of the PA ENA Board or award committee? Yes    No
Applicants for the Rita Celmer Certification Scholarship must provide the following items:
· Written essay of why you want this award and how it applies to your current volunteer/work role, including a budget of how you plan to use the funds.  (500-1000 words)
· Letter of support from your Chapter president, or any PA ENA State Council Member. This letter should include a statement that you are an active member. (Active is defined as attendance in 50% of State or Chapter meetings or events)
· Letter of support from co-worker, supervisor or organization leader (paid or volunteer) that can attest to your personal and/or professional character.
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